
Perdana University signed a Memorandum of Under-

standing (MoU) with Kolej Universiti Islam Melaka 

(KUIM) to  strengthen, promote and develop academic, 

cultural, student and staff exchange, training and re-

search co-operation. Perdana was represented by the 

Vice Chancellor, Prof Dato’ Dr. Hj. Mohamad Farouk 

Abdullah. 

The KUIM is a private higher learning institution wholly 

owned by the State Government of Melaka. This insti-

tution was established under the Act of Private Higher 

Educational Institutions 1996. The State Government is 

committed in excelling the education in conformity with 

the slogan Melaka Developed State 2010. Further-

more, on 1st July 2009, The Ministry of Higher Educa-
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tion has agreed to upgrade this institution to be a university 

college. Since, KUIM has introduced a new platform in educa-

tion by combining the area of Islamic studies which is incorpo-

rated with science and psychology discipline. In an effort to 

rebrand, KUIM has made psychology as its niche area and it 

has made KUIM as the first private Islamic university that de-

velops and focuses psychology in the tertiary level. This de-

picts KUIM’s role as an intervention to reduce psychological 

problems in the community besides fulfilling the labour de-

mand in both private and government sectors.  

The MoU also captures new opportunities in expanding the 

academic horizons with staff and student mobility pro-

grammes, training, workshops and many more.  

Kolej Universiti Islam Melaka (KUIM)  



 Community Outreach Initiatives  
The “Perdana University Community Outreach Initiatives” 

was mobilised recently to provide vital aid and psychologi-

cal support to those most affected by the Covid 19 Pan-

demic. This will involve the distribution of “food packag-

es”, setting up of “food banks” and mobilisation of 

“Volunteering” activities and services.  

On Friday, 16th July 2021, Perdana University (Staff & 

Students) distributed "food packages" to the affected 

Staff distributing food packages 

Community in Klang Valley. We hope that the contributions 

lightened the families’ burden during this challenging time.  

The University would like to thank all who contributed to 

this Initiative. Perdana University will continue to support 

Community centred activities in the future as our service to 

the Community and our Malaysia.  

"ASK NOT WHY ME, ASK WHY NOT ME"  



Associate Professor Dr Choi Sy Bing was invited as a Keynote Speaker at the 3rd Malaysian Youth Bioinformatics 
Symposium (MYBS 3.0) on 17 July 2021. She has shared her thoughts on “Leveraging molecular modelling to un-
derstand COVID”. This event is organized by Multimedia University (MMU), Melaka and it marks the third instal-
ment of the event since 2019. The symposium consists of a series of talks and workshops. It has attracted more 

than 60 local and international participants.  

Heritage Foundation India (http://

heritagefoundationindia.org) is organizing 

an  “International Webinar on the Social 

Work Profession in Geriatric Care- Cur-

rent Roles, Challenges and Emerging 

Trends”. Starting 28th July over six days: 

28th, 29th and 30th July & 3,4 and 5th Au-

gust 2021 0900-1100Hrs Indian Standard 

Time. Eight universities brought together 

36 speakers from 16 countries to provide 

an overview of their respective countries. 

 

Dr Sangeeta Kaur will be presenting a 

Malaysian perspective and addressing 

issues on improving social responsibili-

ties around healthy ageing. These im-

provements are without their challenges 

for social work practice. Social workers 

can challenge the ageist attitude held by 

society. How do they become and remain 

compassionate?  

KEYNOTE SPEAKER IN 3RD MALAYSIAN YOUTH 
BIOINFORMATICS SYMPOSIUM, 17TH JULY 2021   
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SOCIAL WORK PROFESSION IN GERIATRIC CARE 



COMMUNICATION SKILLS WORKSHOP IN FAMILY MEDICINE 
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The annual workshop was conducted by Academy of 
Family Physicians of Malaysia for year one post 
graduate certificate course `Graduate Certificate in 
family Medicine (GCFM)’. The workshop was an in-
teractive session of theoretical lectures of Communi-
cation Skills followed by experiential learning of deal-
ing with communication issues/problem by doing the 

roll play.  

With 104 participants all over Malaysia, 12 standard-
ised patients and facilitators, the coordinating and 
managing the flow of the events are quite challeng-
ing. The events were also housing the new AFPM 
teachers taking their role in managing small group 
discussion and facilitating the role play. These were 
learners undergoing a course for Certificate of 

Teaching of Family Medicine, offered by AFPM. 

There were 5 lecture-series and 12 role plays for all 
the participants using Zoom. Lieutenant Colonel Dr 
Ruziah Ibrahim was also participating as one of the 
facilitators for the role play. Eleven doctors who are 
participating as facilitators from other universities or 
Family Medicine specialist GP who are mentors/

examiners in AFPM. 

The aims are for doctors (participants) to understand 

the importance of communication, acquire the skills 

and develop the right attitude towards effective com-

munication skills. These are very central to doctor-

patient relationships and improve satisfaction for 

both parties and definitely improve patients’ safety. 

Dr Rajwin Raja A/L Kanagara-

jah (PU-RCSI Class of 2018) 

has been selected to repre-

sent Perdana Alumni in the 

UNNESCO Liaison Committee 

for UNESCO 75th Anniversary 

Celebrations. Representatives 

of the Liaison Committee 

would lead a call to consult, 

with NGOs representatives 

under 30 years old, what is the best approach to include 

young people meaningfully in their organization’s regular 

UNESCO LIAISON COMMITTEE:   
75TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

operations. In this call they would  discuss the content 

of a Position Paper on Youth and Guidelines for Advo-

cacy, which will be presented in time for the 75th anni-

versary celebrations of UNESCO. The Position Paper 

will serve as an important document for the NGOs in 

official partnership, as well as the Liaison Committee 

Youth Strategy, to maintain young people engaged and 

contributing to a plural dialogue. 

Gender equality is one of UNESCO’s two global priori-

ties. UNESCO encourages engagement of youth in its 

actions from design to implementation and follow-up, in 

their local communities through the scaling up of youth-

led initiatives. 



Dr. Teguh Haryo Sasongko has recently commented on the worsening of pandemic situation in his home country, 
Indonesia. His comment was firstly published by The Conversation Indonesia (https://theconversation.com/covid-19
-in-southeast-asia-all-eyes-on-indonesia-164244), and subsequently featured in Channel News Asia (https://
www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/covid-19-coronavirus-indonesia-case-death-malaysia-mco-thailand-
15232976). 

Throughout the pandemic, Dr. Teguh has routinely been writing for The Conversation Indonesia. His articles are 

focusing on different aspects of the ongoing pandemic. He has written 15 articles since April 2020 and garnered 

over 160,000 readers.  

Apart from his most recent article about the pandemic situation in Indonesia, among articles with the most readers 
include a piece on Lancetgate involving alleged data fabrication on the use of Hydroxychloroquine for COVID19 
which ended up in the most embarrassing article retraction by The Lancet (https://theconversation.com/lancet-gate-
in-the-covid-19-pandemic-era-is-it-alright-for-science-to-be-wrong-140715). He also highlighted methodological er-
rors of a clinical trial in Indonesia on the use of a drug cocktail for COVID19 (https://theconversation.com/7-
persoalan-serius-dalam-uji-klinik-calon-obat-covid-19-dari-riset-unair-bin-dan-tni-ad-145064) as well as an innova-
tive COVID19 breathalyzer by Universitas Gadjah Mada’s researchers (https://theconversation.com/indonesian-

made-covid-19-breathalyser-sensitivity-comparable-to-rt-pcr-155497).   

VICE PRESIDENT OF IEM  

IR Prof Dr Leong Wai Yie has been elected as the Vice President of The Institution of Engineers Malaysia 
(www.myiem.org.my). Membership of the Institution is currently about 45,000 and the growth rate is about 10% per 
annum making it one of the largest professional organization in the country.  In order to support the needs of mem-
bers, the IEM has 8 Standing Committees to attend to the different administrative functions of the Institution. To sup-
port the multidisciplinary needs of engineering practice, there are 16 Technical Divisions and 4 Special Interest 

Groups to look after and to organise activities for the different disciplines.   
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FEATURED IN CHANNEL NEWS ASIA, DR. TEGUH COMMENTED 

ON THE PANDEMIC SITUATION IN INDONESIA 



We had a lovely ride and slight difficulty locating the 

houses. But as the view in the local area were serene 

and beautiful, it didn’t matter when we took the wrong 

turn. My trip was a short one as the other volunteers 

had covered the ground the previous weekend. How 

ever we managed to give out all 6 doses of Cominarty 

vaccine. We hope to go there again for the second 

dose. But will wait if there is another opportunity. The 

people were nice and friendly. 

DELIVERING COVID-19 VACCINE IN SABAK BERNAM  

By Dr Isriyanti Mohd Rafae  

I was lucky to be called to help out team one from Nation-

al Cancer Society to deliver Covid-19 vaccine from home 

to home for home bound patients. On 25th July at 7.30 am 

I reached National Cancer Society headquarters in Jalan 

Raja Muda Musa Kuala Lumpur and met with my other 

volunteers- Dr Umah Manjari from IMU, Miss Mariana a 

cancer survivor and NCSM volunteer, Miss Sheeta NCSM 

staff and co-ordinator for the trip, Miss Hema, President 

of Rotary Club - Lake Garden who drove us to and back. 
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Explaining to my first vaccinee, 90-year-old Second vaccinee 

The team before leaving: Hema, Mariana, Dr Umah, Sheeta and I. 



Keynote Speaker Invitation – Intelligent Systems for Molecular 

Biology (ISMB) 2021 Education COSI 

Associate Professor Dr Yam Wai Keat was recently 

invited as Keynote Speaker by the Education Com-

munity of Special Interest (COSI) from the Interna-

tional Society for Computational Biology (ISCB). She 

was invited to speak for the Education track at the 

Intelligent Systems for Molecular Biology (ISMB) 

2021 on 27 July 2021, 11am UTC. Her keynote title 

was “Journey into Bioinformatics and Data Science 

Education, Training and Outreach: Our Experience”.  

ISCB is the leading and prestigious international profes-

sional society for computational biology and bioinformatics. 

The annual ISMB is the flagship meeting of the ISCB. The 

Education COSI gathers education experts and enthusi-

asts in the special interest of bioinformatics education and 

training. This is the first keynote invitation by the Education 

COSI of ISMB for Malaysia! Certainly, a global recognition 

for the School in marking their achievements in Bioinfor-

matics education and training!       
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Caregiving is a tedious and thankless job which may lead to many psycho-

logical and physiological problems. Ms Dhashmini, Prof. Nathan, Mr Mat-

thew, from the School of Occupational Therapy (PUScOT), Associate Prof. 

Dr. Amuthaganesh (PU-RCSI), Associate Prof. Dr. Nazmul (PUGScM), and 

Dr. Mohammad Abdur Rashid (UiTM) has recently published an article in 

the Turkish Physiotherapy and Rehabilitation Journal to report on the asso-

ciation of caregiver stress with some neuropsychiatric behaviors portrayed 

by the elderly with dementia.  
Ms Dhashmini 

CAREGIVING  
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Your Comments Solicited 

Your comments are most welcome. Please write directly to the Newsletter at 
pu_rmc@perdanauniversity.edu.my  

Perdana University  

Suite 9.2, 9th Floor, Wisma Chase Perdana, Jalan Semantan, Damansara Heights, 50490 Kuala Lumpur 

New Publications (Centre for Psychological Medicine) 

1.      Swami, V., & Barron, D. (in press). Rational thinking style, rejection of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) conspiracy theories/theorists, and compliance with mandated requirements: 
Direct and indirect relationships in a nationally representative sample of adults from the United 

Kingdom. Journal of Pacific Rim Psychology.  

 

2.      Todd, J., Cardellicchio, P., Swami, V., Cardini, F., & Aspell, J. E. (in press). Weaker 
implicit interoception is associated with more negative body image: Evidence from gastric-

alpha phase amplitude coupling and the heartbeat evoked potential. Cortex.  

 

3.      Swami, V., Todd, J., Robinson, C., & Furnham, A. (2021). Self-compassion mediates 
the relationship between COVID-19-related stress and body image disturbance: Evidence 
from the United Kingdom under lockdown. Personality and Individual Differences, 183, 

111130. doi: 10.1016/j.paid.2021.111130  

 

4.      Swami, V., Maïano, C., Furnham, A., & Robinson, C. (2021). The Intuitive Eating Scale-
2: Re-evaluating its factor structure using a bifactor exploratory structural equation modelling 

framework. Eating and Weight Disorders. doi: 10.1007/s40519-021-01271-9   

 

5.       Swami, V., Maïano, C., Todd, J., Ghisi, M., Cardi, V., Bottesi, G., & Cerea, S. (2021). 
Dimensionality and psychometric properties of an Italian translation of the Intuitive Eating 

Scale-2: An assessment using a bifactor exploratory structural equation modelling framework. Appetite, 166, 105588. 

Mr Matthew Teo from 
PUScOT has recently given 
an awareness talk on "Safe 
proofing your home for fami-
ly members with dementia". 
This talk was organized by 
the Alzheimer's Disease 
Foundation Malaysia, sup-
ported by Johor YMCA on 

24th July 2021.   

AFEM Community Awareness Talk 

mailto:pu_rmc@perdanauniversity.edu.my

